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From: Carolyn Wilson
To: Bogdan, Grace
Cc: Councilmember Andrew Friedson; Town Office
Subject: Connecticut Ave Corso development
Date: Friday, January 20, 2023 1:25:39 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Ms. Bogdan

I have lived on the 2nd block of Taylor St. since 1994. The former 4-H center was a 
wonderful neighbor. We could hear the kids playing volleyball and singing.
But for the most part there were very few people there.

I am stunned by the scope and size of the purposed Corso project and how it fits in the 
neighborhood and the zoning.  Since the early 1900's there has never been buildings
of this size between Chevy Chase circle and East West highway. There has never been 
commercial zoning between the Circle and East West Highway. Nor should there be.
This is a residential neighborhood. I am willing to bet the county would not allow this to be 
built on Montgomery Ave in the historic district of Rockville.  When Chestnut Lodge closed
homes were built on the property.

No where in the Montgomery County master plan do I see a demand for million dollar 
senior housing.  As a senior I know there is an abundance of expensive senior living
available throughout the county

I am writing to voice my concerns with this project moving forward as designed
and to voice my opposition to the project. It will forever change the use and the
atmosphere of Conn. Ave between the circle and East West Highway. 

Sincerely,
Carolyn Wilson
3704 Taylor St 
Chevy Chase, Md
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From: Gatling, Tsaiquan
To: Bogdan, Grace
Subject: FW: Corso Chevy Chase Development Concerns
Date: Friday, February 24, 2023 4:04:30 PM

 
 
Tsaiquan Gatling
Planner III, DownCounty Planning
Montgomery County Planning Department
2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD  20902
Tsaiquan.Gatling@montgomeryplanning.org
p: 301.495.2116
 

From: Kathleen Bren <kbrenmd@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 8:01 PM
To: Gatling, Tsaiquan <tsaiquan.gatling@montgomeryplanning.org>; Hisel-McCoy, Elza <elza.hisel-
mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>; Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: Ben Bruno <benbruno2@gmail.com>; Andy Leon Harney
<villagemanager@chevychasesection3.org>
Subject: Corso Chevy Chase Development Concerns
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear Tsaiquan, Elza, and Stephanie,
 
We understand that this group is responsible for reviewing the proposed Corso development in
Chevy Chase, Maryland. As a family whose home is located on Connecticut Avenue directly across
from the proposed development, we have significant concerns that we would like to bring to the
attention of this group.
 
The building requirements in Section Three of Chevy Chase, where we reside, state that structures
must be 30 feet away from property lines, and the Town of Chevy Chase, where the Corso
development would reside, has a requirement of 25 feet. We find it unacceptable that Corso does
not have to adhere to this requirement, with their proposal to build 18 feet from Connecticut
Avenue, for several reasons. This vehemently goes against their stated desire to “fit in with the
existing style of the neighborhood,” as no nearby homes or structures are built so close to
Connecticut Avenue. 
 
Further, due to the sheer size of the Corso development, a building this large would be even more
obtrusive so close to Connecticut Avenue. It is unacceptable that they would be exempt from the
same rules the surrounding community members have to follow. We feel strongly that they must
abide by the same requirements.
 
We’ve heard that the Corso developers have made concessions for the bordering neighbors on the
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north, south, and west sides of the development. In order to make these concessions without losing
housing capacity, they've done so at the great expense of those of us on the east border by building
so close to Connecticut Ave. With the sole entrance/exit on Connecticut Avenue, we will be
subjected to 100% of construction vehicle disturbances, 100% of a permanent increase in traffic, and
now their proposal puts their buildings significantly closer to us than any other structure in the
neighborhood.  We demand at least the same consideration as the neighbors on the
North/South/and West borders of the development. Without doing so, Corso again goes against
their self-stated desire to “fit in with the existing style of the neighborhood” and ignores the desires
of some of its closest homes.
 
Looking at similar retirement communities along Connecticut Avenue, these are all set back
substantially from the road and respectfully blend in with the community. Corso’s desire to use more
land than the existing Chevy Chase homeowners are allowed to by getting as close as possible to the
property line along Connecticut Avenue feels nothing more than a money grab. It is a slap in the face
to the community members who will have to live with the consequences long after the developers
are gone.
 
We are gravely concerned with potential structural damage to our home because of the
construction. The reverberations could shift and damage our home’s foundation, and at a minimum,
we request the standard practice of placing sensors outside our home to monitor for vibrations large
enough to cause damage. Should damage be found, Corso will be expected to handle the cost of
repairs.
 
Lastly, as we start to understand the sheer magnitude of this development we understand
construction noise and trucks will be constant for years. We've heard that there may be some
discussion of trying to add a stoplight at the intersection of Connecticut ave and Taylor. As the
neighbors on this corner we'd like to express our very strong objection to this idea. As roads we
travel every day, the traffic on Connecticut Ave at the other large intersections (Bradley, East-West
Hwy) causes massive backups during rush hour. We'd like Corso to keep the current traffic pattern
with a separate entrance and exit, both on the southbound side of Connecticut Ave. Again, they
have made a concession with all the other neighbors to not put access points on the other
surrounding roads. In this same vein, no additional entrance/exit points should be placed on our
side. 
 
We’ve heard first-hand from neighbors in the Town of Chevy Chase that the Corso developers have
had personal conversations with concerned neighbors, yet we have not once been approached by
the developers, despite our home facing the proposed development. We’d like to mention our
desire for the same respect and for our opinions to be considered.
 
Thank you for your time in reading our concerns and we hope that they are strongly considered. If
you have any questions about what we’ve outlined, we are happy to discuss things further.
 
- Kate Bren (202-460-1003) and Ben Bruno (202-997-1932)
3811 Taylor Street, Chevy Chase, MD 20815
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--
Kathleen E. Bren MD, FACOG
Foxhall OB/Gyn Associates
5215 Loughboro Rd NW, Suite 500
Washington DC, 20016
(202) 243-3500
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From: Dickel, Stephanie
To: Bogdan, Grace
Subject: FW: Corso Chevy Chase Proposed Construction
Date: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 10:25:46 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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image003.png
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FYI
 
 

 Stephanie Marsnick Dickel
Regulatory Supervisor, DownCounty Planning Division
 
 
Montgomery County Planning Department
2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD 20902
stephanie.dickel@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301 495 4527
 

               

 

 

 

From: Eric Howell <eric.a.howell@verizon.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 10:22 AM
To: Gatling, Tsaiquan <tsaiquan.gatling@montgomeryplanning.org>; Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>; Hisel-McCoy, Elza <elza.hisel-
mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: Andy Leon Harney <villagemanager@chevychasesection3.org>; Michelle Howell
<mshowell1@verizon.net>
Subject: Corso Chevy Chase Proposed Construction
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hello Tsaiquan and members of the planning commission - 
 
I am reaching out to you on behalf of my family and myself, who are residents of Chevy Chase Section
3, located at 7103 Connecticut Avenue. We have lived here for 24 years and are lifelong residents of
Montgomery County. 
 
Specifically, we would like to express our concerns regarding the Corso Chevy Chase Senior Living
Complex construction that is being proposed to replace the existing facility formerly used as the 4H
National Youth Conference Center. There have been a range of sessions and meetings with the

ATTACHMENT F

F - 14

mailto:Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:grace.bogdan@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:stephanie.dickel@montgomeryplanning.org
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Cgrace.bogdan%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C33bf1b37d8034de61e5f08db09e8bed8%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638114667457631997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0SgWZLWyYbHd4hCj5e1padYBy06q93RfXW6EEFgVRBw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fmontgomeryplans&data=05%7C01%7Cgrace.bogdan%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C33bf1b37d8034de61e5f08db09e8bed8%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638114667457631997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aL%2B8am7P2fY9U1Rkw4CHgK9fzLUa7ehug%2BH7MpDDj4w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2Fmontgomeryplanning&data=05%7C01%7Cgrace.bogdan%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C33bf1b37d8034de61e5f08db09e8bed8%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638114667457631997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3mluInSRi9RzwnVG9rZPekJ3IK2vGdKnl17ukawCmRk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.montgomeryplanning.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cgrace.bogdan%40montgomeryplanning.org%7C33bf1b37d8034de61e5f08db09e8bed8%7Ca9061e0c24ca4c1cbeff039bb8c05816%7C0%7C0%7C638114667457631997%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G08sEWbL6RSOQ13AjVZHv3ox0dAUyHamaq%2BYvXl03Fg%3D&reserved=0







developer and our Village Manager, Andy Leon-Harney has kept us in the loop on many of the specifics
of the proposed site. At this time we have significant concerns about plans that are currently
proposed, including:
 

1. The developer has proposed a setback for buildings along Connecticut Avenue of 18 feet. This
is far less than any current structures anywhere along Connecticut Avenue, from Chevy Chase
Circle, to Kensington, including the existing senior living facilities on Connecticut Avenue north
of East West Highway, which are set well back from the road. It is our understanding that the
proposed 18 feet is significantly less that is permitted for any construction a at this time in this
area and will dramatically impact the appearance, fit and living conditions for us and our
neighbors. While some accommodation has been made to the original proposed 5 story height
of the structures, placing the remaining structures within a cars length of the road would in no
way “fit” with the current neighborhood appearance or feel.
 
2. We have concerns about the proposed unit density for residents and employees. We have
had difficulty getting precise numbers from the Developer but it would appear that somewhere
in the neighborhood of 430+ residential units are proposed. Again, this is a significant change in
human density placed in the middle of moderately spaced single family homes. It is almost 4
times the density  even before considering the hundreds of staff that will be required to ingress
and egress on a daily basis. We are very concerned about the significant increase in traffic
coming and going, daily deliveries, emergency vehicle visits, waste management vehicle visits,
visitors to the facility etc. Currently the only ways of entry and exit from the site are from the
southbound lanes of Connecticut Avenue. We know from past experience as residents, that
vehicles needing to travel north to the Beltway, which every single vehicle involved in
construction and support will need to do, will face a difficult, noisy and accident prone
challenge in leaving the proposed facility. Post construction, b ased on unit density and typical
staffing this would introduce well over 1000 people into a comparatively small space,
dramatically changing the nature of our neighborhood.
 
3. We have serious concerns about the noise, vibration, congestion, traffic flow problems and
contruction debris issues that will certainly result from a demolition and construction project of
this magnitude. The prosed construction would apparently be done in two phases over what
looks to be 3-5 years! That is a very, very long time to live directly across the street from a
major construction site. Again, having seen what’s has been taking place for the development
around Chevy Chase Lake, and in the Bethesda area, we can expect regular if not permanent
lane closures, thousands of heavy truck trips, crane assembly and operation, very early morning
noise 6+ days a week, year round, construction debris and litter on the roadway and adjoining
sidewalks and medians, blockages of pedestrian traffic etc., construction worker loitering, litter
and neighborhood parking issues. We already experience and have to manage, at our expense,
structural damage to our physical home, and other challenges resulting from current bus and
truck traffic on Connecticut Avenue. These issues will only increase given the volume activity
that will result from the project. The proposed construction plan and scope would make living in
our home, extremely challenging and untenable to say the least.
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These three items are our most significant concerns, but we do have others. Additional concerns such
as de-forestation of the current property, pedestrian traffic, issues around crosswalks, traffic lights and
ingress and egress from our home, Increased foot and vehicle traffic from non-residents, and more are
also concerns for us, but the first 3 items described, top our list.
 
I hope you and the planning board will consider our communication, and our concerns for the impact
to our quality of life the currently proposed project represents, for our family and our home. I am
more than happy to discuss in detail further if any clarification if needed. My email address is
Eric.a.howell@verizon.net and my cell phone number is 301-412-8876.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration,
 
Eric Howell
Michelle Howell
Samantha Howell
Stephanie Howell
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From: Gatling, Tsaiquan
To: Bogdan, Grace
Subject: FW: CORSO Development on Connecticut Avenue
Date: Friday, February 24, 2023 4:02:32 PM

 
 
Tsaiquan Gatling
Planner III, DownCounty Planning
Montgomery County Planning Department
2425 Reedie Drive, Wheaton, MD  20902
Tsaiquan.Gatling@montgomeryplanning.org
p: 301.495.2116
 

From: Angela Noguera <rctqueen@aol.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 8, 2023 11:05 PM
To: Gatling, Tsaiquan <tsaiquan.gatling@montgomeryplanning.org>; Hisel-McCoy, Elza <elza.hisel-
mccoy@montgomeryplanning.org>; Dickel, Stephanie
<Stephanie.Dickel@montgomeryplanning.org>
Cc: villagemanager@chevychasesection3.org
Subject: CORSO Development on Connecticut Avenue
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Dear members of the planning Board, 
 
As residents of Chevy Chase section 3, we thank you for allowing us the
opportunity to express our opinion regarding the CORSO Chevy Chase
planning directly across the street from our residence. To be exact, we
live across the street from the north building which holds the National
4H cafeteria.
 
We have been at this address for the last 37 years and have greatly
enjoyed the greenery in front. This brings us to the first issue we are
very concerned with, which is the setback. All the single family homes in
the area have a set back much larger that the neglibile 18 feet Corso is
proposing. The current building setback proposal fails to comply with
the current local setback of 25 feet required in the Town of Chevy
Chase and the 30 feet required for Chevy Chase section three. The
proposed 18 feet is unaccceptable, as it will destroy the look and
homogeneity of all the properties in the neighborhood. In addition, 
the proposed height of 4 stories plus a roof with a setback of 18 feet,
will innevitably cast a sunset shadow across Connecticut Avenue. Sixty
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feet tall buildings will not blend with the homes around the
neighborhood, which are about 30-35 feet tall. Therefore, it is
imperative that they are setback no less than 50 feet which will
minimize the dramatic appearance of the large buildings.
 
We like the current proposed north entry and south exit as long as they
remian in the same location as what we have had for the last many
years. Given the presently increased traffic on Connecticut Avenue and
considering the large number of units CORSO is proposing, pedestrian
and automobil traffic will surely increase.   The only thing that would
help this is a properly marked crosswalk north of Taylor street with a
hawk traffic signal to make it easier and safe for the residents on both
sides to cross the highway. Alternatively, another exit on a side street
would be greatly beneficial during an emergency or for limited use
during rush hours. The current proposal allows for someone to exit
south and if they need to go north, they will have to make a U turn on
Connecticut Avenue. This will be impossible after 3 PM due to the rush
hour traffic going north. 
 
We hope you will take our comments seriously, as all we want is for the
new development to be more compatible with the neighbohood. It is
what makes Chevy Chase special. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Angela P Noguera, DDS
Ali R Fassihi, DDS
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